
 

 
 

 
 
To:             All Tenants of the Rhodes State Office Tower & the Vern Riffe Center 
 
From:         Peter A.J. Gunnell, State Chief Facilities Officer 
 
Subject:     Red, White & Boom Festivities 
 
 
The time is quickly approaching for the annual Red, White & Boom festivities.  Residents from 
all over central Ohio have been bringing their families downtown to watch the fireworks since 
1981.  The Rhodes State Office Tower and the Vern Riffe Center for Government & the Arts 
offer some of the best views of the show, so again this year they will be available to tenants of 
the buildings and their escorted guests. 
 
This year’s festivities are scheduled for Tuesday, July 3rd, 2012, with events beginning at 11am 
and culminating with the big fireworks show at 10pm. As on other regular business days, both 
Rhodes and Riffe lobbies will close to the general public at 6pm.  Tenants who’s offices are 
located in either building will be permitted to enter their respective building, along with up to 
three guests.  The process to enter the building this year will be a little different than last year. 
 

 Tenants will need to show their state ID badge for either the Rhodes or Riffe buildings. 

 Tenants are permitted to bring up to three guests (guests do not have to pre-register) 

 All guests to Rhodes Tower will sign in at the lobby. 

 All guests to Riffe Center will need to enter through the State Street entrance and sign 
in at the lobby. 

 Tenants are responsible for escorting their guests while in the building. 

 Tenants and their guests are only permitted to access the floor on which they work. 

 The 31st floor of the Riffe Center will not be open to tenants or the public. 
 

Different than in years past, reasonable amounts of food and drink will be permitted to be 
brought into the buildings.  Alcohol however, is strictly prohibited.  Housekeeping services will 
not be available so trash containers will be placed near the elevator lobbies and we ask that 
you take all food and trash to those containers once the festivities have concluded 
 
Otherwise all normal building operations will be in place.  In order to assure that everyone has 
a safe and enjoyable time, there are several things to keep in mind: 
 

 All purses, bags and coolers may be subject to visual inspection upon entering the 
buildings. 

 If you bring children to the building, their safety is your responsibility.  Do not allow 
children to wander.  These are large buildings and it is easy to get lost in them.  Also, 
do not allow children to play on the escalators as they can cause serious injury. 



 

 

 After the Red, White & Boom fireworks display has concluded, tenants and their guests 
are asked to depart the buildings promptly.  Rhodes Tower & Riffe Center will be 
secured for the night 30 minutes after the fireworks show concludes. 

 
Security personnel will be on duty, at both buildings, during the event.  If you have any issues 
or questions please feel free to contact them.  Remember, security officers are there to assist 
you and to safeguard the building and its occupants.  Everyone’s cooperation will allow for a 
safe, enjoyable Red, White & Boom.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




