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Gov. Kasich signs Ohio Construction Reform into law 

Gov. John R. Kasich signed the State of Ohio budget for fiscal years 2012 and 2013 on June 30. 
Included in the budget were some very significant changes in the method of project delivery for 
Ohio's public construction projects.  

Public construction in Ohio accounts for nearly $3 billion annually in state spending. These projects 
include everything from renovations to state government buildings to local school buildings through 
the Ohio School Facilities Commission to building and renovation projects on Ohio’s public 
university and college campuses. Construction in Ohio is a major economic driver and job creator 
and public construction is a significant share.  

The state’s current multiple-prime project delivery model involves hiring separate contractors for 
general trades work, plumbing, electrical, heating and cooling and sometimes fire protection. There 
is an option to use a construction manager to provide consulting services, but they are prohibited 
from holding contracts for the work.  

Referred to as "Ohio Construction Reform," the new law provides the following contracting 
alternatives for public construction projects in Ohio: 

 Retains Multiple-Prime Design-Bid-Build project delivery as the default method of 
construction, but adds other options;  

 Removes limitations on Single-Prime Design-Bid-Build project delivery (General Contractor 
may be used at any dollar value);  

 Allows Design-Build project delivery (single entity assumes risk for final design and 
construction of the facility including cost overruns);  
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 Allows Construction Manager (CM) at Risk project delivery (CM holds subcontracts and 
assumes risk for cost overruns);  

 Enables selection of a Design-Build or CM at Risk firm through a Best Value Selection 
process (combination of qualifications and price);  

 Allows public authorities to authorize Design-Build or CM at Risk firms to utilize Design 
Assist Subcontractors (early engagement to facilitate coordination before construction 
begins);  

 Enables Design-Build and CM at Risk firms to establish a Guaranteed Maximum Price when 
construction documents are at a sufficient level of detail (60-75 percent complete);  

 Requires DAS to file rules for Best Value Selection process, forms of Contracts and 
Subcontracts, and standards for criteria that a Design-Build or CM at Risk firm may use to 
prequalify subcontractors;  

 Requires DAS to file rules for bonding requirements for Design-Build and CM at Risk 
firms before Construction Reform provisions go into effect (earliest possible effective date is 
Dec. 15, 2011); and  

 Allows the new project delivery methods to be used by state agencies, state institutions of 
higher education, counties, townships, municipal corporations, school districts, or other 
political subdivisions.  

For more information about Ohio Construction Reform, stay tuned to future issues of SAO eNews. 
In addition, SAO is offering a course at its next SAO College series of seminars (see the next 
article below) that will explain the alternative delivery methods in more detail.  

 

  

  

  

Registrations open for SAO College 2011 

The annual SAO College series of seminars will take place from noon to 5 p.m. on the following 
dates and locations: 

 Thursday, Aug. 25 - Cleveland State University - New Student Center  

 Thursday, Sept. 1 - The Conference Center at Cincinnati State Technical and Community 
College  

 Friday, Sept. 9 - Columbus State Community College - Center for Workforce Development  
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Sponsored by the State Architect's Office, SAO College began in 2002 to educate interested 
parties on the proper design management and construction management of state projects. In 
addition, participants are able to obtain information about state government business opportunities.  

SAO College is typically a one-day event and held in three cities in Ohio. It is attended annually by 
more than 350 participants, including architects, engineers, construction managers, contractors, 
state agencies and institutions of higher education. 

The agenda for this year's half-day conference includes the following courses: 

 Energize Your Project: SAO College 2011 Energy Requirements 
1.0 AIA learning units (HSW and SD approved)  

 Contracts and Computers: Documents and OAKS Capital Improvements (OAKS CI) 
updates 
1.5 AIA learning units (No HSW or SD)  

 Are We There Yet? Transforming Ohio Public Construction: BIM Protocol, Construction 
Reform 
2.5 AIA learning units (No HSW or SD)  

Attendees will earn up to 5.0 continuing education credits which have been approved by the 
American Institute of Architects (AIA). Courses approved for Health, Safety and Welfare 
(HSW) and Sustainable Design (SD) are indicated above. 

All attendees will receive a certificate of attendance for self-reporting continuing education credits 
to their respective professional organizations, such as the Ohio Architects Board and the Board of 
Landscape Architect Examiners and the Ohio Professional Engineers and Surveyors Board.  

The cost for the half-day event is $60 per person. Additional information about SAO College, 
including registration forms, payment information, cancellation policies, parking information and 
driving directions, is available at http://ohio.gov/sao (click on SAO College).   

All questions regarding SAO College should be directed to SAO Program Services Coordinator 
Christina Ringley at 614.644.5016 or via e-mail at christina.ringley@das.state.oh.us.  
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SAO publishes new BIM Protocol 

The State Architect’s Office has released a guidance document for the 
implementation of Building Information Modeling (BIM) techniques and systems 
on capital improvement projects.  

According to the National Institute of Building Sciences, BIM is defined as a 
digital representation of physical and functional characteristics of a facility. A 
BIM is a shared knowledge resource for information about a facility forming a 
reliable basis for decisions during its life-cycle; defined as existing from earliest 
conception to demolition.  

The State of Ohio BIM Protocol is designed to serve as a guide for consistent model development 
and management across state agencies and institutions of higher education, assisting owners that 
may or may not have their own BIM standards in place and wish to have projects completed 
through BIM implementation. 

The State of Ohio BIM Protocol is a living document and will continually be reviewed for 
applicability with current methods and technology. To download the BIM Protocol, go to the SAO 
website at http://ohio.gov/sao (click on BIM Protocol). 

For more information or to make comments about the State of Ohio BIM Protocol, contact SAO 
Capital Planning Manager William Ramsey at 614.995.3719 or via e-mail at 
william.ramsey@das.state.oh.us.   

 

SAO Energy Services saves Sandusky Veterans Home $2.4 million 

The SAO Office of Energy Services successfully reached the end of a 10-year term for the Ohio 
Veterans Home energy conservation performance contract. The total energy saved, adjusted for 
variations from baseline conditions, was 266,352 MCF of natural gas with a value of $1,799,298; 
5,593,602 KWH of electricity with a value of $363,195; and 107,260 ccf of water with a value of 
$256,507; for a combined total of $2,419,000 energy 
saved.  

The cost of the project was $1,598,000 resulting in a 
net savings of $821,000. Major components of this 
project included: variable frequency drives, boiler stack 
economizers, steam trap repair, energy management 
system, chiller tube cleaning, heat recovery wheels, 
greenhouse curtains, insulation for the director’s 
residence, lighting upgrades and flush valves on 
plumbing fixtures. 

The Ohio Department of Veterans Services is a state agency comprised of two facilities, a home 
located in Sandusky (approximately 60 miles west of Cleveland) and a home located in 
Georgetown (approximately 45 miles east of Cincinnati). The Georgetown Home is a licensed 
nursing home providing two levels of nursing care – standard care and special care, including 
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patients with Alzheimer's Disease and dementia. The Sandusky Home, in addition to offering 
standard care and special care in its licensed nursing home, also offers a home for veterans who 
do not require the level of care provided to nursing home residents. 

For more information about the SAO Office of Energy Services, go to the SAO website at 
http://ohio.gov/sao and click on Energy Services.  

 

Need CEUs for your professional license or organization? 

The State Architect's Office conducts a variety of events, trade shows 
and professional organization meetings as part of our outreach plan to 
educate organizations on the proper design and construction 
management of state capital improvement projects, as well as ways to 
obtain information about state government business opportunities. Our 
largest event, SAO College (see Article 2 above), is attended annually 

by more than 350 design and construction professionals.  

In addition, we provide regular internal and external knowledge exchanges and training 
opportunities for our staff and representatives from state agencies and institutions of higher 
education to ensure we are keeping up-to-date on various trends and patterns within the design 
and construction industry.  

All training opportunities for SAO and OAKS CI are maintained on an online calendar via the 
SAO website. Events are added to this calendar as they are scheduled and are generally open to 
the public.  

Below are some upcoming training events for August:  

 Aug. 1 – OAKS CI Use and Procedures: A refresher on the professional services acquisition 
and request for qualifications business processes, as well as the SAO Consultant List 
process, in OAKS CI. Course is offered by Steve Mayo, OAKS CI Project Manager.   

 Aug. 15 – Industrialized Units: A presentation on off-site mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing systems on construction sites by Mike Regan, Ohio Department of Commerce, 
Division of Industrial Compliance and Labor. (1.5 AIA learning units pending)  

 Aug. 22 – Dome Envy: A presentation on the renovation of the Statehouse Rotunda by Bob 
Loversidge of Schooley Caldwell and Associates. (1.5 AIA learning units pending)  

 Aug. 29 – Columbus City Schools Capital Planning Process: Carole Olshavsky of Columbus 
City Schools will present an overview of the Columbus City Schools Capital Planning 
Process and their Building Information Modeling initiative. (1.5 AIA learning units)  

All internal training is held at the Ohio Department of Administrative Services' General Services 
Center, 4200 Surface Rd, Columbus, Ohio 43228. Space is limited and will be given on a first-
come, first-served basis.  
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Any questions should be directed to SAO Program Services Coordinator Christina Ringley at 
614.644.5016 or via e-mail at christina.ringley@das.state.oh.us.  

 

Double the trouble? 

Do you feel like you are going through the change order process twice? Are you 
using paper forms and then entering the information in OAKS Capital 

Improvements (OAKS CI)? Most of the time you can enter your change order directly in OAKS CI 
which will cut the process time in half and allow you to benefit from the workflows in the system. 

To learn more about creating a change order, field work order and proposal request, please view 
the OAKS CI pre-recorded training sessions via the OAKS CI website at http://ci.oaks.ohio.gov and 
click on Training and Webinar Opportunities.  
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