
U.S. EPA’s ENERGY STAR®

Using EPA’s Portfolio Manager Tool to Measure and 
Track Energy Use - Ohio State Agencies and Ohio 

Executive Order 2007- 02S

June 4, 2007



Welcome to this ENERGY STAR 
Web Training

• To help improve audio quality for everyone, 
please mute your phone when you are not 
speaking.  Press *STAR* 6 to mute.  Press 
*STAR* 6 again to unmute.

• Please do not put the call on hold! If you 
need to leave, please hang up and join us 
again later.



U.S. EPA’s
ENERGY STAR® Overview

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) can help you create 
a successful energy management 
program, reduce operating costs, 
and demonstrate environmental 
leadership.

Be a Leader –
Change Our Environment for the Better



What is ENERGY STAR?

• A government-backed, voluntary program that helps 
businesses and individuals protect the environment through 
superior energy performance by providing energy efficient 
solutions for homes, businesses, and institutions.

• The national symbol for environmental protection through 
energy efficiency, recognized by more than 65% of all U.S. 
households. 

• In 2006, Americans with the help of ENERGY STAR, 
prevented 37 million metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions and saved about $14 billion on their utility bills.



• Our governments, schools, and businesses spend 
billions annually on energy. Typically, about 1/3 of this 
money is paid to utility companies unnecessarily 
due to energy inefficiency.

• Instead, this money could be invested in energy 
efficiency which can improve the lighting, acoustics, 
thermal comfort, and indoor air quality creating a better 
working and learning environment.

Potential Impact



Technology ≠ Performance

• 60% of building fan systems oversized on average by 
60% (EPA fan study)

• Chillers oversized 50% to 200% (Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory)

• Improper installation and poor maintenance



Superior Energy Management 
Approach

Based on the 
successful practices    
of ENERGY STAR 
partners, EPA has 
identified the key 
components for a 
successful energy 
management program.



Comprehensive Framework

• Demonstrate commitment
• Adopt ENERGY STAR: a tested methodology compatible with clean 

energy and green building goals
• Become an ENERGY STAR Partner

• Use proven measurement tools: Portfolio Manager
• Set baseline and goals for existing buildings
• Measure performance and progress

• Educate staff, peers, community
• Guidelines for Energy Management and other tools
• Compare results

• Provide motivation and recognition
• Third party validation
• Make performance part of culture



EPA’s Portfolio Manager Tool

• Normalize building energy consumption
• Weather (using the zip code)
• Whole building energy intensity  (kbtu/sf/yr) (At least 16 

consecutive months for each source to be able to set a baseline)

• Benchmark for comparison
• Measure and track ANY facility or campus 
• 1-100 rating scale for select building types

• Recognition for Individual Building
• Top 25% can qualify for the ENERGY STAR

• Earn LEED-EB points
• Required score is 60 



Offices K-12 Schools

Hotels

Ratable Space Types

Supermarkets

Hospitals

Med. Office Bldgs.

Others include: Warehouse, Residence Halls, Courthouses, Financial Centers



Track All Buildings’ Energy Use

• Any building type (Other non-ratable space types)
• Weather normalized energy use intensity (kbtu/sf/yr) for any building

• Any campus configuration
• Central office loops
• Multi-facility complexes
• Universities

• Any combination of meters
• One building one meter
• One building many meters
• Many buildings one meter
• Many buildings many meters 



Ohio Account Setup

• The Cadmus Group, an EPA subcontractor, 
has created a master Portfolio Manager 
account for Ohio and sub-accounts for each 
agency. Among the 32 agencies, 26 have a 
single account while six agencies (DOT, 
DRC, DYS, DMH, DMR, DNR) will have 
multiple accounts. Multiple account agencies 
will have a master account and sub-accounts 
for each district or institution.



Logging Into Your Account

• Logging into your account. To log into the Portfolio 
Manager system, go to: 
http://www.energystar.gov/benchmark 

• Your username is "OhioGov" followed by your 
agency's 3-character agency abbreviation (e.g., 
"OhioGovDAS" for Administrative Services) and the 
temporary password has been set to "changeme". 
Agencies with multiple accounts will have additional 
characters after the agency code for their sub-
accounts.



Tasks To Complete.

• Each agency is responsible for confirming the information that has 
been set up in their account(s). Information to confirm includes
buildings, area in square feet, number of occupants, hours of operation, 
etc.

• Each agency is responsible for matching their energy bills, or meter 
numbers, to each of their buildings, and entering historical consumption 
data into Portfolio Manager.

• Enter energy data for each billing period beginning with the billing 
period that includes July 1. 2005 to the present, to create a consistent 
baseline.

• Please note that your billing records may indicate multiple energy bills 
(gas, electric, water) for a single building, or multiple buildings 
consolidated onto a single energy bill.



Sources of Energy 
Consumption Data

• One way to collect energy consumption data is to simply gather paper 
copies of the utility bills for that period. 

• If your agency participates in the DAS Natural Gas Program, you may 
use the data from the program subcontractor's web site at 
https://www.utilityinvoice.com/. 

• Other utility data or summaries of utility bills may be provided upon 
request from your local utilities. Please contact the customer service 
representative of your local utilities at the phone number listed on your 
utility bills.

• Please note that PUCO rules require the utility to provide at least one 
year of consumption data and two years of payment data upon request 
of the consumer. If you have difficulty obtaining the billing history, 
please contact the Help Desk listed below for assistance.



Let’s go live with 
Portfolio Manager

www.energystar.gov/benchmark



Portfolio Manager

My Portfolio
Provides 

summary 
information for 
all buildings.

Allows user to 
customize views 
and sort by 
column 
headings.



Facility Summary 

This view is the 
same for all space 
types.

Includes building 
address, summary 
space use, 
summary energy 
use, and 
baseline/target 
usage.

Click on Space 
Name to see space 
use details.

Portfolio Manager



Portfolio Manager



Portfolio Manager



Portfolio Manager



What does the EUI (energy use intensity) mean?

How can you use this information?

Returning from the Web



Use the Rating to:

• Establish portfolio baseline, set goals, measure and 
track performance over time

• Verify gains from upgrade efforts

• Require specific rating gains from service providers 
in select building types such as office or warehouse



Automated Benchmarking

Automated benchmarking provides utilities and 
energy information service providers with a 
powerful platform to:
• Securely exchange building and utility data with the EPA ENERGY 

STAR program
• Leverage the ENERGY STAR rating within their own systems
• Reduce the burden on energy end users of benchmarking their energy 

performance



Other Portfolio Manager Features

• Master account feature: Allows organizations to track progress of 
campaign participants 

• Grouping capability: Includes functionality to organize facilities into groups

• Percent energy reduction: Provides a metric to show a percent change in 
energy use over time

• Water tracking: Allows users to track water in Portfolio Manager

• Multi Facility Meter Update: provides the ability to easily update meter data 
for a large number of facilities, greatly increasing the efficiency for meter 
updates to large Portfolio Manager accounts, especially if updates are done 
on a monthly basis.

• Automated benchmarking: Allows users to securely exchange building and 
utility data with the EPA ENERGY STAR program and reduce the burden on 
energy end users of benchmarking their energy performance



Recognition Opportunities 
for State Facilities

• Estimate Energy Use at Design
• Target Finder
• Designed to Earn the ENERGY STAR

• Verify energy use in operation
• Portfolio Manager
• ENERGY STAR for buildings



Contact Information

Keith Dennis
kdennis@cadmusgroup.com 
(703) 247-6177

Kudret Utebay
kutebay@cadmusgroup.com 
(703) 247-6138

buildings@energystar.gov www.energystar.gov

The Cadmus Group, Inc. (EPA contractor)

Laura Helmke-Long, Manager, Public Sector, EPA
Helmke.laura@epa.gov
(202) 343-9207


