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In the interest of employee safety, the State Architect’s Office (SAO) requires its 
employees to wear OSHA-approved safety equipment while at any construction 
site where there is or may be active construction while the employee is on the 
site. This protective equipment includes, but is not limited to, steel-toed 
shoes/boots, hardhat, safety glasses, and ear plugs. 
 
To assist the employee in meeting this requirement, SAO provide an allowance 
for one pair of steel-toed safety shoes / boots, one pair of safety glasses, and 
one hardhat, meeting OSHA regulations and a reasonable number of ear 
protection units for staff members that have an identified need to work at 
construction sites. 
 
The SAO will provide an allowance of up to $150 for each pair of shoes/boots 
and a total allowance of up to $50 to cover the expense of a hardhat, safety 
glasses, ear plugs, and other incidental safety equipment. If the price of the 
safety equipment is greater than the allotted amount, the employee must pay the 
difference directly to the vendor at the time of purchase. Employees are 
instructed to utilize a vendor on contract with the State of Ohio for all related 
purchases unless otherwise approved. 
 
If an employee has a medical condition that requires a specific shoe or boot that 
is more expensive, the employee must provide a physician’s statement of such to 
SAO prior to selecting a pair of safety shoes / boots. Upon approval by the State 
Architect, SAO will provide up to $200 for the medically required safety shoes / 
boots.  
 
Subsequent purchases of safety equipment are subject to the agreement of the 
employee’s supervisor. SAO will authorize the replacement of safety equipment 
that is stolen through no fault of the employees and subsequently included on a 
report filed with the appropriate law enforcement agency. In such cases, the 
employee must present a copy of the report to SAO. Employees shall obtain 
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replacement safety equipment as soon as reasonable and practical after a loss 
or theft, and in no case greater than 14 days.  
 
In the event of an alleged work related injury, SAO employees may be required 
to provide a written statement verifying their use of the required safety equipment 
at the time of the event.  
 
-- End of Policy -- 
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