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Persons with disabilities continue to trail the general population in employment.
As presented in last year’s report, according to Cornell University’s Rehabilitation
Research and Training Center on Disability Demographics and Statistics for 2007,
the prevalence of disability within the state of Ohio among non-institutionalized
working age persons between the ages of 21 and 64 was 14.1%. Of those within
that segment, only 35.9% were employed. Of Ohioans within the same age
group who were nondisabled 80.5% were employed. Cornell has not released
more recent statistics but the U.S. Department of Labor has released a similar
national statistic for August 2010 which indicates 22.0% of persons with
disabilities were employed during the month. During that same period 70.2% of
persons who are non-disabled were employed. Both of these figures indicate the
recession has taken its toll but certainly persons with disabilities remain the most
affected.

Community Rehabilitation Programs (CRP) are places of business and training
facilities generally having a mission to serve persons with disabilities by assisting
them to achieve self-confidence and self-sufficiency by providing advocacy,
support, training, work and competitive job placement. The availability of state
and local government contracts provide a resource to achieving those ends. In
order to provide a product or service for a government entity, a CRP must first be
certified as a qualified nonprofit agency meeting certain criteria and justifying its
capability to provide a given item for purchase. The Office of Procurement from
Community Rehabilitation Programs (OPCRP) certifies CRPs and other nonprofit
organizations that may be qualified to represent one or more CRPs as an agent.



The overall mission of OPCRP is to connect the resources of CRPs with the needs
of government buyers in order to increase employment opportunities for Ohioans
with disabilities.

The FY2010 data reflects budgetary concerns of state and local government
entities as sales of services and supplies from community rehabilitation programs
(CRP) remained flat. State agencies reacted to Governor Strickland’s Executive
Order 2009-7S and most CRPs responded in partnership by re-evaluating
specifications, frequencies, etc. in order to reduce pricing while still maintaining
jobs for persons with disabilities. In fact many of the larger custodial contracts
experienced price reductions over 30%.

Total sales advanced by .04% when compared to those of FY2009. The fractional
advance was accomplished primarily by increasing the size of service contracts
available to universities, although modest gains were made through other
government customers as well. State agencies and political subdivisions spent a
total of $35,571,618 on contracts provided by 75 CRPs during FY2010. That
spending resulted in the employment of 2,710 Ohioans with work-limiting
disabilities who provided 1,583,283 hours of direct labor and earned a collective
$12,132,591 in wages.

While a comparison of the metrics indicates increases in most areas, the CRP
trend towards a decrease in the use of an agent and an increase in self-
representation has continued. During FY2010 only 15% of the contract sales were
represented by an agent as opposed to 15.5% during FY2009. Contract sales
through an agent have decreased every year since 2005 when new legislation was
approved allowing CRPs to self-represent. At the same time the administration of
the program was moved from a central nonprofit corporation to the Department
of Administrative Services, Office of Procurement. If nothing had changed since
FY2005 and administration of the program had remained the responsibility of a
central nonprofit organization, the commission collections or administrative
charges would have been more than $2.4 million during FY2010. This is a very
conservative estimate but it provides evidence of real dollar savings to the state.



Attachments to this narrative show the results of the FY2010 data collection. The
information is compared with data dating back five years to FY2006. The report
again includes a comparison of information segregated by organizational mission
or the specific populations being served. This is done in order to enhance the
evaluation process and offer CRPs an opportunity to assess data and compare
their results in a more comprehensive manner. Note that the category of “Other
Private CRPs” includes private nonprofit organizations which generally serve
persons with many differing disabilities.

Accomplishments during the period included implementation of Trade Shows
around Ohio at the major state office buildings. In an effort to increase the
awareness of the products and services available through CRPs, the goal is to hold
at least two Trade Shows each fiscal period. During FY2010 one was held in
Columbus at the Rhodes State Office Tower and another was held at the Lausche
State Office Building in Cleveland. Both shows were well attended by state
agencies and political subdivisions and the CRP participants felt many good
contacts were made.

Another accomplishment which has been ongoing was the increase in the
guantity of multi-year contracts. Until three years ago all CRP contracts were only
available for a term of one year. During FY2008 OPCRP began to promote multi-
year contracts. By the end of FY2010 multi-year contracts made up 31.3% of the
total. The attachment which itemizes contracts does not specify which are multi-
year, but it does provide information documenting the agencies and political
subdivisions supporting employment of persons with work-limiting disabilities and
the types of items being purchased.

The availability of supplies and services from CRPs has provided for a good
partnership between government and CRPs. Government is able to acquire
quality items at a reasonable price while increasing the employment
opportunities for Ohioans with work-limiting disabilities.
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