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Social Justice Award
Award criteria: The recipient selected in this category has made significant contributions to achieving 
justice for individuals or communities, including contributions made through the legal, legislative and 
governmental systems as they apply to the more vulnerable elements of our society.

Hope Dudley
cincinnati

Hope Dudley has worked tirelessly to help solve unsolved 
homicides since her son Daniel “chaz” Dudley was murdered 
in a drive-by shooting in 2007 in Cincinnati. She started making 
bookmarks and fliers featuring unsolved homicide cases in 
the hopes that individuals with information would see them 
and contact the police. She distributed them throughout the 
community in churches, libraries, stores and prisons.

Because of her efforts, in 2008 law enforcement officials unveiled 
a statewide pilot project using posters fashioned after Dudley’s 
bookmarks featuring unsolved murder cases from the cincinnati 
area.

Dudley’s efforts continued to grow. In 2009 she started a victims’ assistance program called 
ucanSpeakForme. the organization holds annual seminars to educate the public about how the 
criminal justice system works. other efforts include the distribution of playing cards in addition to the 
bookmarks and posters. She also speaks frequently with other relatives of murder victims to help them 
deal with grief and navigate the criminal justice system. 

“the greatest gift … has been that God has allowed me to be a blessing to other parents lost in their 
grief from similar situations,” Dudley has said.

the organization holds monthly support meetings for grieving family members as well as concerned 
community members and neighbors.

Dudley was using her home as the UCanSpeakForMe office prior to receiving State Victims Assistance 
funding from the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. The office in Springdale was dedicated Feb. 17, 2012, 
the day her son would have turned 31 years old.
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