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Ohio Business Expo 

Workshop Schedule: 
 
9:30 a.m. SCORE: 
SCORE mentors deliver FREE, confidential, valuable advice for your business needs.  Whether you are a start-up 
or an existing business, our mentors will help you reach customers and achieve your goals. We offer one on one 
counseling as well as e-mail mentoring with a website full of helpful tools.  Please come and let us show you what 
we can do for your business! 
 
10 a.m. Huntington Bank/Ohio Capital Access Program: 
Huntington Bank will present information regarding the Ohio Capital Access Program which is a loan portfolio 
insurance program (similar to a loan guarantee) enabling small businesses to obtain credit to help them grow and 
expand their businesses with working capital and fixed asset financing needs.  Huntington is one of many lending 
partners for the OCAP along with the Ohio Development Services Agency.  Come to the workshop and find out 
how you might qualify for a loan to increase your working capital! 
 
10:30 a.m. How to get FREE Expert Contracting Assistance: Development Services Agency 
Wendy Boortz, Program Manager for the Ohio Development Services Agency’s Check Ohio First program will 
facilitate the workshop.  Learn about the match-making effort in Ohio to get companies statewide to “buy-
local.”  This program works to establish buyer and supplier relationships to maximize the benefit to Ohio’s 
economy.  Wendy will explain the valuable business tools available through their program.  Additionally, the 
following DSA programs will have individuals available to discuss their available programs:  

- Shanda Harris, Counselor; Procurement Technical Assistance Center 
- Averi Frost, Director; Minority Business Assistance Center, Columbus 
- Allen McConnell, Loan Officer; Capital Access Program 

 
12 p.m. Bridging the Marketing GAP:  Bascom & Adams Business Solutions 
This one-hour training is an assessment process that enables organizations - just like yours - bridge the gap 
between its current state and its desired future state.  The process will help you determine the best way(s) to 
move your organization from where it is today, to where it needs to be tomorrow.  The information presented will 
help you recognize what needs to be done, when it needs to be done, how it must be done and by whom. 
 
1 p.m. Navigating the State Procurement Website: 
Understanding the State of Ohio’s Procurement website is a necessary part of successful contracting.  The Ohio 
Department of Administrative Services’ (DAS) Office of Procurement’s website is a good place for vendors to 
begin their research.  It provides additional information and guidance related to doing business with the State of 
Ohio.  Attendees of this workshop will learn how to navigate the website, identify upcoming contracting 
opportunities and the steps to becoming a registered bidder or vendor with DAS. 
 
2 p.m. Joint Venturing: Panel Discussion 
A Panel of minority business leaders along with Todd McGonigle, the Program Manager for the MBE Program, 
will show ways small businesses can partner with large businesses to draw in large award contracts through 
creative partnering. 

- Tony Bishop, The Business Doctor LLC  
- Amy Hall, Ebony Construction 
- Dwight Smith, Sophisticated Systems, Inc. 
- Todd McGonigle, DAS Equal Opportunity Division 
- Moderator: Orvell Johns, DAS Equal Opportunity Division 


