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Ohio Business Expo set for Aug. 20 at state fairgrounds 
 

COLUMBUS – Representatives from the minority, women and small business community are 
invited to learn how to do business with the State of Ohio at the 2010 Ohio Business Expo, which 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday, Aug. 20 at the Rhodes Center on the Ohio State 
Fairgrounds in Columbus. 
 
“The State of Ohio has a commitment to increasing the number of minority, women and small 
businesses bidding on and being awarded state contracts,” said Melinda Carter, the state 
EEO coordinator and deputy director of the Equal Opportunity Division of the Ohio 
Department of Administrative Services. 
 
“The purpose of the 2010 Ohio Business Expo is to provide an opportunity to these 
businesses as well as to state purchasing officials to network with one another and explore 
business opportunities,” Carter said. 
 
Business representatives will have the opportunity to network with state procurement officers 
and other state officials from more than 50 state agencies, boards, commissions, colleges 
and universities. Businesses will receive information regarding projected set-aside contracts 
for this fiscal year.  
 
Business representatives also will have the opportunity to learn how to apply for certification 
through the state’s Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and Encouraging Diversity, Growth 
and Equity (EDGE) programs. 
 
The State of Ohio spent $138 million in 2009 with certified MBE and EDGE businesses. 
Under the leadership of Governor Ted Strickland, the number of certified MBE and EDGE 
businesses has increased exponentially. The state’s commitment to the MBE and EDGE 
programs was reaffirmed in an executive order signed by Governor Ted Strickland in June 
2008.  
 
Admission to the expo is free. Parking costs $5. 
 
Registration for the expo is preferred, but walk-ins are welcome. To register or for more 
information about the event or the MBE or EDGE programs, please visit the website of the 
Ohio Department of Administrative Services’ Equal Opportunity Division at 
www.das.ohio.gov/eod or call 614.466.8380.  
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