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Fisher honors Ohioans at MLK celebration 
Columbus — Three Ohioans and an Ohio church were recognized today at the 25th annual Ohio Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Celebration for their efforts to advance social change. 
 
The event, which was sponsored by the Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission, was 
held at the Capitol Theatre in the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts, 77 S. High St., 
Columbus. 
 
The speakers included Lt. Governor Lee Fisher. 
 
Fisher said, “I congratulate the Ohioans recognized here today for their commitment to community 
service, which embody Dr. King’s vision and commitment to charity. This celebration of Dr. King’s 
lifelong crusade to promote equal opportunity and impartiality while calling attention to important social 
issues affecting the community regardless of race or creed reminds us all of our obligation to uphold 
his teachings.” 
 
Other speakers included the winners of the 2009 Statewide MLK Oratorical Contest. 
 
The Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission presented awards to the following Ohioans: 
 
Governor’s Humanitarian Award criteria: The recipient of this award has acted independently of 
associations and organizations. The recipient has given his or her time and service freely to those in 
need without question and often without recognition. This award honors quiet soldiers who promote 
the welfare of humanity and elimination of pain and suffering through their own selfless service.  
 
Winner: Reggie Robinson, Athens — Reggie Robinson has been a role model for countless youth 
and their families for the past 20 years. From his service to the community of Portsmouth as the 
director of the community center to working at Health Recovery Services in Athens where he now 
serves as program manager, Robinson always puts youth and their families first. Robinson also 
developed the persona of Rockin’ Reggie, a disc jockey who advocates a drug- and alcohol-free 
lifestyle to show youth they can have fun and be alcohol- and drug-free. Many of the children Robinson 
mentored have gone on to careers in drug prevention, mental health counseling and education.  
 
Cultural Awareness Award criteria: The recipient selected in this category has demonstrated an 
appreciation for diversity and evidenced skill in building and maintaining harmonious cross-cultural 
relationships. King’s approach was founded on the belief that we are all created equal by God. The 
recipient’s achievements foster King’s vision of unity among people of diverse cultural backgrounds. 
 
Winner: Heidi Yoakum, Columbus — Serving in numerous community organizations serving youth, 
Heidi Yoakum has helped young people learn about one another’s cultures and develop healthy 



Ohio Department of Administrative Services   
Ted Strickland, Governor   
Hugh Quill, Director   
     

 
 
 

Service, Support, Solutions for Ohio Government 

News 
Release

Office of Communications 
Suite 3960 
30 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

respect for both commonalities and differences. She has been a stellar warrior working to break down 
racial barriers and is quick to challenge systems that oppress others.  
 
Educational Excellence Award criteria: The recipient selected in this category recognizes the 
personal commitment and example that King provided for academic achievement. Therefore, the 
recipient has demonstrated a personal commitment to scholarship and/or attainment of educational 
goals despite significant barriers or obstacles. The recipient also has demonstrated outstanding 
accomplishments in eradicating systemic barriers that impede the attainment of academic excellence. 
 
Winner: Daniel Moss, Columbus — Daniel Moss was a member of the team that founded and 
developed HBCUconnect.com, the first social-network Web site targeting professional African 
Americans. Since its founding in 1999, the site, for which Moss currently serves as president, has 
grown to an audience of 1.7 million members who are primarily alumni and students of Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities. HBCUconnect.com has worked with more than 8,000 employers who 
recruit alumni and student talent. Moss also serves as the chief executive officer of The HBCU 
Foundation, which provides scholarships and technology infrastructure assistance to the nation’s 105 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their students. Moss also is a professional artist who 
speaks to high school and college students about pursuing careers in and participation in the arts. 
 
Social Justice Award: The recipient selected in this category has made significant contributions 
toward achieving justice for individuals or communities. The recipient may have made contributions 
through the legal, legislative and governmental systems as they apply to the more vulnerable elements 
of our society. The recipient has engaged in activities that embrace King’s commitment to non-violence 
while fostering social justice. 
 
Winner: Vineyard Columbus, Westerville — Two years ago the Vineyard Columbus church made a 
commitment to meet the needs of the impoverished community around the church. The church built a 
community center where they provide after-school programs for more than 100 children daily. In 
addition, the church sponsors free vision and dental clinics, operates two food pantries and provides 
assistance with job placement and addiction recovery.  
 
The event also featured winners from the 2009 Statewide MLK Oratorical Contest, which also is 
sponsored by the Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission. The winners of this April 
contest for students in grades kindergarten through 12 were as follows: Senior division (grades nine 
through 12) — Caitlyn Merkel, Lima; junior division (grades six through eight) — Simone Young, 
Columbus; intermediate division (grades four and five) — Reagan Shull, Toledo, and Taylor Wynne, 
Cleveland Heights; primary division (grades one through three) — Massale Zacchaeus, Columbus; 
and kindergarten division — Egypt Burnett, Columbus. 
 
The commission conducts the MLK celebration with assistance from the Equal Opportunity Division of 
the Ohio Department of Administrative Services. Under the leadership of Director Hugh Quill, the 
department provides centralized support for state agencies. 
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