
Ohio is strongest when as many Ohioans as possible have an opportunity to share in our state’s growing economic 
strength. One way that state government does this is through the Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) program. 
The MBE program seeks to expand options for state purchasing by encouraging MBE-certified businesses, both 
small and large, to do business with the state. At the same time, state agencies are directed to source a portion 
of their goods and services from MBE-certified vendors. The state also provides a wide range of business 
development resources to help businesses grow and compete in the public and private markets.

State of Ohio Sets Record for Buying from Minority-Owned Businesses
For the Second Year in a Row State Exceeds Commitment of 15% Set Aside

DOLLARS SPENT WITH
MINORITY-OWNED BUSINESSES

$97,853,985

$62,684,230

$45,514,771

$27,180,212

$106,323,613

$165,435,894

$86,112,155

$228,538,143

$297,855,411

Fiscal
Year 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

NUMBER OF
MINORITY-OWNED BUSINESSES
WORKING FOR STATE

282

207

158

202

130

155
168

325

316

Fiscal
Year 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

PERCENTAGE OF EXPENDITURES
THE STATE SPENT WITH
MINORITY-OWNED BUSINESSES

1.68%

4.17%

7.55%
10.49%

8.32%

10.23%

14.23%

19.41%
23.63%

Fiscal
Year08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

PARTICIPATION 

SET ASIDE1.08%

0.60%

2.74%

1.43%

4.42%

3.14%

5.35%

5.15%

4.10%

4.22%

9.19%

1.04%

10.37%

3.86%

17.21%

2.20%

21.29%

2.34%

The State of Ohio is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider of ADA Services Revised 10/11/2016

The State of Ohio did a greater percentage 
of business with minority-owned 
businesses, surpassing the state goal for 
the second year in a row.

In Fiscal Year 2016, agencies, boards 
and commissions set aside 21.29 percent 
of their expenditures for minority- 
owned businesses.

Another 2.34 percent was awarded to 
minority-owned businesses through 
open-market competition.

The State of Ohio spent more money 
with minority-owned businesses than 
ever before.

$297.8 million spent in Fiscal Year 2016 

This is an increase from $228.5 million in 
Fiscal Year 2015 and from $27 million in 
Fiscal Year 2008.

316 minority-owned businesses did work for 
the State of Ohio in Fiscal Year 2016.

202 businesses in Fiscal Year 2011

168 businesses in Fiscal year 2008

Since 2011, the state has made steady progress 
in expanding its base of suppliers by identifying 
minority businesses and encouraging them to 
work with the state to supply the goods and 
services it needs. 
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Develop and Grow Your Business

www.minority.ohio.gov

(614) 466-5700 

minority@development.ohio.gov

Minority Business Assistance Centers 

There are seven Minority Business Assistance Centers (MBAC) 
located across the state of Ohio, providing technical assistance, 
professional consultation, access to capital and assistance 
obtaining contract opportunities. There are three additional satellite offices including: Lima, Youngstown  
and Lorain. Companies can meet with business counselors one-on-one at the regionally based centers.

For assistance getting started with the resources offered by the Ohio Development Services Agency,  
contact your local Minority Business Assistance Center.


